
Missouri is projected to have more than 383,000 total job openings each year between 2021 and 2023. Total openings include growth openings, exit openings, and transfer openings. 
Growth openings are the result of an occupation growing between the base year and the projected year. Exit openings occur when a worker leaves the workforce entirely, such as 
retirement. Transfer openings occur when a worker leaves their occupation for a different one.

Of the top 20 occupations with the most total openings, three each are in the major occupation groups of Food Preparation and Serving, Office and Administrative Support, and 
Transportation and Material Moving. General and Operations Managers, Registered Nurses, and Software Developers are projected to have high numbers of job openings as well as 
average wages higher than the statewide average of $50,140.
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Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and the Division of Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS). 
Occupational projections developed by the Missouri Economic Research and Information Center (MERIC).
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